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Introduction

The history of women, in plural, was transformed in the second half of the twentieth century, enriched by works like Simone de Beauvoir’s
The Second Sex and by social movements pervaded by feminism in all its manifestations. Certainly, a breakpoint came with the awareness
that gender was a social and historical construct, and that being a woman, beyond any anatomical signs (like having specific genitalia), was a
more complex issue that involved symbolic and cultural structures. Women, as we know, live in patriarchal societies that are characterized by
inequality, violence and exclusion. They coexist with —or rather live alongside— men, who are most of the time opposed to any change in this
hierarchical order and to any alteration of the gender relations that make of them the Pater Familia, the owner, the one who expresses and
decrees.

It is against this status quo, whose history is complex and has long existed (but can be changed), that diverse feminisms raised questions
trying to clarify these gender relations, along with their historicity and their possibility for transformation. One way to contribute to this, from
our standpoint, was to make these women visible; women who, from the academia, chose to create works and to build better, wiser and —with
it— happier worlds.

These women had to struggle with the usual hostility of a social context in which they were not easily accepted, and in which their academic
work was constantly questioned. Today, the work of these warriors (for so they are) has gained visibility. Aquelarre’s historians have
summoned them to help us delineate those threads that allow us to reveal their unknown and enigmatic lives, all done from gender-based,
historical and biographical perspectives.



Methodology

Our theoretical framework was based on a transdisciplinary conception. This conception was integrated by three aspects: a
perspective focused on gender, the history of education —that takes from social and cultural history— and intellectual biography.
These, put together, granted us a way to articulate the binary relationships, that are never simple nor direct, between

subjectivity/objectivity, past/present, rationality/emotion



Conclusions

This work has been created by the conjoint effort of women researchers whose interest is to describe, from a polysemic and transdisciplinary view,
the intellectual biographies of Latin-American women. This is done with a view to discover, visibilize and find meaning in the struggles,
strategies, accomplishments and unresolved issues that conformed and sculpted their life projects, whose completion was centred around academic
development.

We have chosen to approach our object of study from a theoretical and methodological point of view that uses social-cultural history, gender
perspective and intellectual biography. From that point on, and thanks to the contribution of academics such as Luz Elena Galvan, Marcela
Santillan and Belinda Arteaga, as well as Peruvian Lucrecia Janqui, we were able to create a space in which these stories could be known. Thanks
to these dream weavers, who built threads capable of resisting the constant probing of a patriarchal world (that tried to negate their involvement
and even existence, making them invisible by placing them away from the public eye) is that we can embark on this project.

From gender relations that are marked by exclusion, inequality and violence towards women by the patriarchy, to the supposedly neutral context
given by academia, these women fought, found allies and became stronger through their own silenced cooperation. This collusion allowed them to
overcome obstacles in order to advance their projects. They managed to sign and edit their own work, to obtain funding to keep on working —even
in expensive projects—, to produce and create cultural value that provided society with a new and critical vision on education and its history, and
basically to trailblaze and shape a new generation of researchers.

One of the outcomes of this project, as we can already perceive, is the progress in the biographical writing of Luz Elena Galvan y Lafarga’s life.
She is no longer with us, but remains close and dear to the project. We started writing her life story using diverse sources, such as recorded
interviews, in which she explains when and why she opted (“was seduced”) by History. She talks about details involving her family and early
schooling that brought her into contact, and brewed a fascination, with this discipline. She also describes the many tears she shed when her father
expressed —and thus decreed— a prohibition for his daughters to study; she likewise mentions the determination of her mother, that assisted this
fascination and ended up opening the world for her.

The lines that are incomplete in this text serve both as a foreshadowing and a commitment on our part, since that is the reason for Aquelarre to
exist: to reunite, during enjoyable evenings, and celebrate life and all the stories that surge from it.
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